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When is Columbus Day?

This U.S. federal holiday commemorates the date
when Christopher Columbus first set foot in the
Americas. In the USA it is observed on the Second
Monday in October.

History of Columbus Day

Columbus' voyages across the Atlantic Ocean
initiated the European exploration and colonization of
the Americas.

While the first voyage in 1492 was immensely
significant, Columbus did not actually reach the
American mainland until his third voyage in 1498.

Instead, while trying to find a sea route to India, he
made landfall on an island in the Bahamas that he
named San Salvador.

How is Columbus Day celebrated?

The largest celebration of Columbus Day is in New York City, which hosts a huge parade.
Communities with large Italian American populations may hold special Columbus Day
festivities.




